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Arts Council England continues to support The Stables as a National Portfolio Organisation

The Stables is pleased that Arts Council England will continue to fund it on a regular basis as one of its National Portfolio Organisations.

In what has clearly been a very difficult funding climate, The Stables is grateful that ACE has recognised the strategic importance of supporting one of the UK’s leading music organisations, and in particular the development of our off-site work which last year included IF: Milton Keynes International Festival.

However, The Stables is saddened by the scale of the cuts across arts organisations and recognises that many of the arts organisations with which it collaborates have been adversely affected. Our ambitions and aspirations across the arts sector are poorer as a consequence.

The Stables delivers over 350 concerts and over 250 education events each year across all music genres, from its base in Milton Keynes.  Its vision is “to engage the widest range of people with music in all its diversity.”  The concert programme has recently featured Imelda May, The Unthanks, Staff Benda Bilili. Turin Brakes, The Lightning Seeds, Cherry Ghost, The Leisure Society, Jack Bruce, Beth Nielsen Chapman and Courtney Pine, whilst its education and outreach programme has included Music Mites sessions for the under 5s, drumming workshops and world music concerts for supporters of the MK Dons at Stadium MK, recording sessions for schools, masterclass sessions with world renowned musicians including Sir James Galway and 3 weeks of summer music camps for 8-17 olds.
Monica Ferguson, Chief Executive said “I am delighted Arts Council England continues to value our commitment to developing new ways of engaging with audiences and supporting emerging artists.  We have an ambitious programme ahead which will see us continue our commitment to delivering events and education programmes beyond our walls and our inclusion in the National Portfoilo will give us the confidence to continue working towards our goals.”
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